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®  An average of 21% of students’ time in
class was spent on a digital device for non-

class purposes

®  10-15 minute attention span

O] TED a maximum of 18 min talk

McCoy, B. R. (2016). Digital distractions in the classroom phase Ik Student classroom wse of digital devices for
non-class related purposes. Joumnal of Media Education, T(1), 5-32.
http://digitalcommons.unLeduj i pubso0

RNAA8LASD

Hartley, J. & Davies, | K. (1976). Note taking: A critical review. Progtammed Leaming and Educational Technology,
15(3), 207-224. hrtps:/doiorg/10.1080/003303676 0150305
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Active learning techniques

Think-Pair-Share/Write-Pair-Share

Present students with a question, problem, or item for
reflection. Have students reflect or write on their own for
1-2 minutes then discuss with a peer for another 2

minutes. Call on several pairs to share their thoughts.
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Active learning techniques

Minute paper

At a natural breaking point or the end of class, ask students to

reflect on and write down 2 or 3 key points made in class. Another
option is to ask them what they still do not understand (often called

the “muddiest point”) or if they have questions.

Collect papers and review (in large classes, review a sample). Discuss
student misconceptions or questions at the beginning of the next
class. As an alternative, ask students to talk with their classmate(s)
for feedback.

Active learning techniques

Making predictions

Before giving a demonstration or presenting the results of
research, ask your students to predict the outcome.

Have them discuss as in a "think-pair-share," then run
your demonstration or present the finding and follow up

with the whys and hows.



Active learning techniques

Close reading & visual analysis

Ask your students to read and explicate a passage of
text, poetry, or music, or to closely examine an image.
Then ask them to answer a question(s) based on the
material. Have students discuss their thoughts with a

peer(s) or discuss and debrief as a class.

Active learning techniques

Polling

Ask your students a question, allow them to think, then
respond simultaneously. When responses indicate a split
in class opinion, have students discuss then re-poll.

Afterwards, explain both correct and incorrect answers.

Polling can be conducted with or without technology.
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Active learning techniques

Catch up

Pause your lecture at a natural breaking point and give
students a chance to catch up on their note taking. Ask
them to talk with a classmate about any points that are
still unclear. Make time for 2 or 3 questions after

students discuss.

Active learning techniques

Brainstorming

Ask students to talk in pairs or groups to develop a list of
ideas in response to a question. Groups can volunteer

their ideas as you compile a list to discuss.
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Active learning techniques

Problem solving/Case study

Present your students with a problem to solve or case

study reflecting a current issue in your field. Students
work in groups or pairs to solve using paper, a worksheet,
a shared whiteboard (in-person or online), or
collahorative documents such as Google docs. Many
disciplines have case studies ready for teaching, which

you can find online.

Active learning techniques

Concept mapping

Ask your students to draw a concept map showing how

the ideas you have been discussing relate to one
another. Allow students time to think on their own (or
even prepare their maps prior to class) before asking
them to discuss with others and madify. Students may

need coaching on concept mapping before they begin.



Active learning techniques

Peer review

Have your students review each other’s work — either an
activity they have worked on in class, an assignment, or
an ongoing project. Peer review lends itself well to
longer term projects that are broken into parts/phases.
An initial peer review (with guidance on best practices)
will help students identify areas that need work prior to

meeting with you or their TA.

httpse/fteaching.comelledu/setting-started-active-learning-technigues

Active learning techniques
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